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PALL SIMOKN coMETTRfE
sy LAECH AND HUMAR ALS RS
gy

FORRITA MILATIONS
sULGET

Wnited States Senate e s

WASHINGTOM, DC 20610-1302

July 10, 1991

Dr. Susan Houw
1427 william 5t.
Rivar Forest, IL 60305

Daar Dr. Houo:

Thank you for your touching letter about Dr., Bara Al-sarraj. I
share your distress and can only imagine the agony of his family.

As you know, I am committed to the advancement of human righta
worldwide. TInguiries such as yours are important to keep the
attention of governments on human rights wioclationa.

I have written to the Ambaasader of Syria requesting that he look
into this case and respond directly to you, I have also askoed
the Ambaszador to reapond to me so that he knows of my personsl
interast.

Thanks again for keeplng me informed.

My best wishes.

Cardially,

FPaul Simon
U.5. Senator

S/ awo
230 E. Drarsonn 3 WhesT Qo Carnoy Puars ETAT Srarr &1, TEG Weer Cannmy
Kuacereny Bidc., J8rw Floon sai 1 Sung #13 R §18-8
Chcuns, L fA04 Bramnene, & 82701 anr 81, Laum, I B2303 Chmntnpaai, IL 22801
N ABEADET INT A 4HE0 aIRI8-1707 BAAAET =305
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JOHN KERFY

MAESDANITTE

Wnited DStates Senate

WASHINGTON, DG 2058 10-2 103

Septembar 24, 1991

Hon. James Baker
Sacretary of State
Department of Stata
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretaryi

I heve anclosed & copy of a letter From ASL{ Faal Singer of
Shrewshury, Massachusetts regarding a plea for information on Bara
hli=5arraj. Mr. Al-Zarraj was kidnapped from the Oniversity of
Dagascos in 1984, 1 urge you to do whatower poasible to assist in
this matter.

Thank you for your help,
Slncersly,

John F. Ker ry
0.5, Senator

JFE/lag
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Embassy of the United States of America

Damascus, Syria

Hovember 25, 1991

The Honorable

Edward M. Hennedy

United states Senate
Washington, DC 20521=2101

Desr Senater Kennedy:

I am writing in response to your Wovesher 1, 19491
letter inquiring on behalf of a nunber of your .
constituanta. inte the case of Bara al-8srraj, belioved ta
be held incoenmunicads by Syrian authorities,

I regqret that wa cannot confirm the information
contained in your letter abeut the nature of Mr.
al-sarraj’s offense or the condition of his irprisonment,
Whensver the Syrian Government hae rasponded te specifie
inguiries, as it did to the United Watioms Human Righta
Commigelen in 1988, it has elther donied holding the
individuals named or justificd their deténtion an grounds
that they weras implicated in eriminal or terrocrist acts
inside Syria, The Byrlan Government conaiders expresaions
of interest by other governments in human righte caszes as
interference in Syria’s internal affairs. Havertheless,
Byrin's human rights reccrd is an active part of our
agenda in our bilsteral discussicons with the Syeian
Government. The Syrian Ministry of Forelon Affairs has
informed us it i= making a greater effort to be more
reszponsive to inguiries by Amnesty International and other
humah rights organizations about specific cases,
2f The 1991 Department of State report on human rights

ints out that "major human rights abuses—-
including torture, arbitrary arrest and detention, and
denial of freedom of speech, presa, association, and the
right of citizens to change their goverhmant=-=
contimied to characterize the Syrian regina’s record in
1590.%

2 iak sameas By
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A Throwgh this decument and ocur ongoing contacts, the
Syrian Goverrment is clearly aware of our concern about
its human rights record. Former Ambassador Djerejian made
B major presentation on Syrian human rights practices to
senior Syrian officials in 1990, and the Embasay is
continuing to angage the Syrian Government in this
dialegua. I want to assure you that the Enbassy uses .
avary appropriate opportunity to rnemp]:aui:xe this concern
and to press for an end to practices conbrarcy to relevant
internatlonal agreements on the protection of human
rights.

With warm regards,

Sincerely,

QS
christopher W.5. Ross
Anbagsader
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.-, EOWARD M, KEMNIDY
d s

Wnited States Senate

WASHIRGTON, DC 308 102101

August 5, 1993

b, Misuke Ando

Cheirman, United Mations Human Rights Committes
Mew York Office, Homan Rights Center

United Mations

Mew York, MY 10017

Dear Mr, Andeo:

I am writing to you on behalf of a number of my constituents concerning
individuals detained by the Government of Syria for their alleged membesship n
political parties.

Farhan Mirkieh, Maser al-All, and Fadil al-Fadil were students at the time of
their detention by the Syran government for their alleged political activities,
Farhan Micbieh, born in 1954, was a civil engineering student at Damasgcus
University at the time of his arrest in Oclober 1930, He is being detained at Adm
Prison in Damascus Province, near Duma.  Maser al-All, & mechanical engineering
student at Damascus University, was arrested in July 1983, He was borm i 1963 in
al-Sumwalda. The location of his detention is not known, Fadil al-Fadil, a
university shadent borm in 1956, was arrested in February 1982 and has sinee been
derained at Kafr Susse in Damascus.

Rara al-Sarraj is believed to be held iIncommunicado by the Syrian authorities.
On March 5, 1984, Mr. Al-Sarraj was forcibly taken feom a lecture hall at the
University of Damascus by the Syrian secret police, the Mukhabarae, [¢ is my
understanding that he has been held in the Tadmur jail since his arrest without
having been formally charged, and that he suffers from scoliosis, severe back pain,
and anemin, He has been denied access to a lawyer, and i prohibited from receiving
phone calls, mail, or visitors.

Moreover, 1 understand that more than 100 heaith professionals are being
detained for their alleged political activities or assoctation. D, AlL Sarem, a 36 year-
old dentist who has been designated 2s a prisoner of conscience by Amnesty
International, has been jailed since his armest in 1984 for membership in the Party for
Communist Action. He Is reportedly being held in the Tadmur jail and is reported
tor b im poot health,
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Mr, Misuke Ando
August 5, 1993

Page twao

1y understanding that these men are being detained solely for their

ent-bantved palitical parties. Mone of
hey have not bean formally charged or

o

s
actual or alleged membership in govern
them has used or advocated violence, an
tried for any crime

I would be grateful if you would inquire with the Government of Syria
i 5 of these Individuals and other pn]:t:c‘ﬂ prisoners, and inform

me of yoL ..L'.I‘Iil'li;.s.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. T look forward to vour reply,
' Sincerely,

Chord 2 (i b,

Edward M. Kennedy
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EDWARD M. KENNFOY I Jﬂﬁ&’t’ﬁ 5{,«1%“ h{)h Mo

Qnited States Senate

WASHINGTOM, DC 208 16-2 101

Bugust L, 1943

Andrew 5. Levey, M.D,

Kew England Medical Center Hospital
50 i'.la:;hi.:'.:Jl'::ln Street, HEMCH §391
Bogtbon, MA 02111

Doear Dr. Lavey:

Enowlng of your concerna regarding Bara Al-Sarraj, I thought
you would be intereated in seeing the enclosed lettors.

The first letter iz a reply to me from the U.5. BEmbassy in
Damascus to a letter I had written, in December, ta [.5.
Ambaszador Christopher Ross, regarding the detention of Syrian
students, 1 am disappointed that our Embassy was unable to
provide me with additicnal details regarding the status of these
individuals. However, I am pleased that 0.5, officials conkinua
to press the Govermment of Syria on human rights matters,

Upon the Embassy’s suggestion, I have written to Mr. Hisuke
Ando, the Chalrman of the United Hatione Human Rights Commlbbes,
concerning Mr. Al-Sarraj and additiconal human rights cases that
hawve been brought to my attention by other Massachusetba

rasidents. I have enclosed a copy of that letter for wvour
information, and I will be sure to inform you when T receive a
raply.

You can be assured that I will continmue to prasa for human
righta in Syria, and I hope you will feel free o contack me if I
can be of further assistance to yvou. Again, thank you for your
lebters, and for your concern on this important issua,

 tanlth o

Edward M. Eennedy
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Hnited States Senate

WAGBHIRGTON, DC 2081 0-2 102

Senator John F. Kercy
1 Bawdoin Sguare
Boston, Ma 02114

april 6, 1994

Ambasaador Walid Almoualem
Syrian Embassy

2215 Wyoming Avenue, M.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008

Dear Mr. ambaasador,

I am writing to inform you of a letter that I recaived from
Dr. Al A Barral regarding the arrest and ensuing incarceration of
hia twin brother, Bara, Dr, Sarraj alleges that his brother was
kidnapped by military intelligence on March 5, 1984 from the main
hall at the Unlversity of Damascus, and has been held
Lnoammunicade aver since.

I would like te express my concern about the case aof Bara
Sarraj, and my hope that in the spirit of greater tolerance and
opennass, an inguiry will be prompely dondusted. In this same
spirit, I would like te express my hope that the human rights
abuses documented in the enclosed are thoroughly investigated,
and, should they be found to exist, terminatesd immediately,

Bacause of the degire of this office to be responsive to all
inquiries and communicationsg; your censideration and timely
ragponge to the attached would be most appreciated.

Flease review the attached letter apd send my office any
information yau have regarding this matter,

Thank you for your consideration.

siffegely,

-
ohn F. Kerry
United StatesfSenator

JFE\ e g\ dec
Encloaure
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f i
United States Department of State

Washington, DO 20520

Ao pEe
Dear Senator Bimon:

I am responding bo your March 7, letker regarding your
conzkituent Dr. AL A. Sarraj's concern abouwt his brother Baca,
a Syrism citizen reportedly held prisoner by the Syrian
Govarnment £ince 1984,

Unfortunately, Bara al-Sarraj appears to be one of the many
syrian citizens whe have been arrested in the pask 14 years and
held, often incommunicado, without charge or trisl., Since
December 1991, the Gyrian Government has released over 4,000
gocurity detainess in several masgs amnesties. Howevear, an
addikional 3,000 - 9,000 political prisoners cemaim in
detention. The HByrian Goverament has alao recently brought
several hundred long-time political detainees bto trial befora
the State Security Court and has indicated that it intends to
Ery mll its political detainess.

In the paskt, the Syrian g-;';-v::rrum-'-t‘l.t haa nok been res [-I':,"!!l‘i iwe
bt foreign interest in individual cages of political
prigoners, There have been signs recently, however, that the
Syrian Government 1& attempting to be moce responsive to Lhe
international community regarding Syria®s internal human rights
gituaktion. We will certainly relay again to our embassy in
Namasous and o the Syrian anthoritiess your congkituent's
continuing concern for his brokther. IE we are able ke obtain
gpecific information on hie altuwation, we shall provide it Lo
WO,

Regpeckt for human rights ig & fundamental facet of U.5.
foreign policy, and out intersst in human righte condikblons
theeughout Syrie i3 a central aspect of U.S.-Byriasn relations.
We conktinue to make Ehis subject a prominent park of our
diplomatic dialogue with the Syrian governmenlt at bhe highest
levels.

I hope this information is helpful in regponding to your
congbituents., If you believe we can be of further assistance,
pleese do nokt hesibate Lo conbtact us again.

Sincerely,

Wondy B. Shecman
hsgistank Becretary
Legislative AEfairs

Enclosure:
Correspondence returned.

The Honorable
Paul Simon,
United States Senabe.
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United States Department of State

Wachington, DL, 20520

AEALAEN oo bA5w

danuary 3, 1995
Ve g il o 50

M. Hajn Saddesn
B, Box 25717
Chicage, Illinois 60625

lhenr Ma, Saddeen:

Eoae wivibfinn in ressonss ke a lekver vou wrobe gome ©ines
agr Lo L W5, :Ell'lb\.-ll.;li![’ in Damascus Cl'}ﬂﬂﬁl']'liﬂla your gon, Bara
Ll-Sagcad. i wanted bto ensure that you were aware that in
regponae bo our inquicies, the Syrian authoritiea have informed
wn Ehat he was arroskted on Maroh %, 1984, Hr was teferrad to
Ehe courk on July 2%, 1904, and was senbenced 20 yeacs in
prisen on Aprll 24, 19859,

We wounld very wuch Bppreciate ik Lf vou dounld forward bto ua
any mote recent dnformabion yon have on your son's situation.
of couise, we will alwo infoom youw sbould we learn soybhing
further,

Bagpect for bnan rights (g o Fundamental Faoeb of UL8.
toreign policy, and our interest in huwman righta conditlons
Ehevougheui Syria is a central aspect of U.8,.=8yrian relations,
We conbinue Lo make thia subjeck s prominenk park of ouk
diplomatic dialogua with the fSyrian government at the highest
Leswils .

Thank you for your help.

AT
L T o dpe Slneerely,

gl';?.,@ﬁ;;ﬁ-ﬁwm(@fﬁq_,,_

i £
Blimsliezbh Hopkins '|'II 13’9 "‘"!l' 'II'Hgl
OFFine of Jordan, Lebanon,

Syria and Palestinian Affairs
A7
Y -'T' :
L i x4 | fantlive Pt oo
bt
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SYRIA

1

Al-Hakem Karkewkli .r]'ﬂ_l'T]. moy agad
A6, was groested in 1977 Jor
suspectid memborship of the Mushim
Rrothorhond, He is boliaved to be in
Saidmaya Prison, Mufummead Reer
al-Hozho [helow Maft), now oged 35,
weurs: deftoined in 1979 alsn o
suspicion of belonging to the Muslim
Bratherhoad: he is sl believed hold
bzt bs wherenbouls are unkaewn,
Hara al-Sarral [belosy n'ghfj,. [E T
ugcrl 28, wis arresied in March 1584
ard hos ginee heen deloimod,
apporently for bedeg the nephow of
o leading member af B Mustio
Fretherfivod,
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